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The Peabody: historic landmark, DCN’s home

by Anthony Sam-
marco

“The Peabody®™ in
Peabody Square, Dor-
chester, is the new head-
quarters of the Dorchester
Community News. Lo-
caied next io Ashmont Sia-
tion on the Red Line, on
the comer of Drechester
Avenue, the massive brick
complex 35 in actuality a
commercial and residen-
tial strecture designed by
the locally-famous ar-
chitect, Edwin I, Lewis, Ir.

Lewis (1859-1937) was
graduated from the Mas-
sachusetts Institute of
Technology in 1881, and
served a six-year appren-
ticeship with Peabody &
Stearns, a well-known ar-
chitectiaral firm in Boston.
In 1887, he established
himselfl as an independent
architect, with offices on
Park Street, Boston.  His
commission from the
Episcopal Diocese of
Massachuseiis in the
design of The Peabody
(1896-1897) was a major
one, for the apartment
complex was adjacent (o
All Saints Episcopal
Church, designed by
Ralph Adams Cram and
considered one of his more
successful designs. As a
result, the U-shaped apart-
ment complext was not
Jjust conveniently located,
but within an upper-mid-

die-class residential
neighborhood that in-
cluded Carruth and
Beaumont Streets, two of
the most altractive
residentizi strects in Bos-
lon

Masgsive Tudor-style
buildingLewis designed
four integrated buildings

with a massive slate roof

cial space, whether medi-
cal or professional, was
directly accessible from
Ashmont Street. The
massing, and the use of
brick, made The Peabody
an attractive building that
resembled a Tudor manor
house,

The development of
Peabody Square, named

feature in any square,
added to the sense of "ur-
bane" living in the Ash-
mont area of Dorchester,
The Ashmont area, rough-
Iy the area bounded by
Ashmont and Adams
Street, Dorchester Avenue
and Gallivan Boulevard,
was relatively un-

developed until afier the

The Peabody Bullding, a residential and office building on Ashmont Sireal al Dorchoster
Avenua, locks much the same today as it did in 1897 when this photo was taken. The
Dorchester Community Mews offices are through the first floor door on tha right.

connecting the structures,
The large coffered chim-
neys punciuated the
roofline, and created a
post-Medieval structure in
streetcar-suburb Dor-
chester, The hall-tim-
bered porchesofl the
central courtyard were the

‘entrances (o the apart-

ments, while the commer-

Tor Oliver Peabody, a
founder of the investment
house of Kidder, Peabody
and Company, was an
early attempt at urban
planning, with the erection
of All Saints and The

‘Peabody, followed by a

granite horse rough given
by the Peabody Family,
The clock, an attractive

annexation of Dorchester
1o Boston in 1870,

The Carruth Family had
a large tract of land, some
cighteen acres, with their
house, "Beechmont”, at
the summit of Ashmoni,
the present site of the con-
dominiums in the former
Ellen Richards School.
MWathan Carruth had

moved to Dorchester from
Boston in 1847, according
o his great-
granddaughter, and had a
large house built by the ar-
chitect Luther Briggs, Jr.
The estate was laid out by
Briggs, with the prescnt
Carruth  Street  to
Beaumont Street compris-
ing the original camiage
path to the hoose, Mathan
Carruth, for whom the
street was named, was the
first president of the Old
Colony Railroad and later
the treasurer of the North-
ern Railroad of New
Hampshire,

Carmuth, along with his
son Herbert Shaw Carrath,
developed their estate
during the last quarter of
the nineteenth century,
with the subdivizion of the
land for residential
development. Herbert
Shaw Carruth buili his
own home at 10 Beaumont
Street, and his friends the
Moseleys, Nichols and
Kings, all members of the
First Parish Church in
Dorchester, had either
Edwin J. Lewis, Ir. or John
A Fox design large houses
for them on the former
Carruth estate. The estale,
which once had a large
stable and barn, and two
greenhouses, was sub-
divided for the new influx
of residents to Dorchester.

A focal point for a
vital community

“The Peabody”, an apart-
ment complex intended to
have ten families and
professional offices on the
first Moor, was quite dif-
ferent from the large
houzes being built in the
Ashmont neighborhood.
The residential arca was
adjacent to that of the com-
mercial anea, and Peabody
Square had an atiractive
vantage point from both
the Dorchester Avenue
and Talbot Avenue ap-
proaches. The building of
the firchouse at Peabody
Square in the 19305 added
an attractive building 1o
the streetscape. ‘The tene-
ment apartment building
opposite at the comer of
Ashmont Street and Tal-
bot Avenue allowed for
less affluent apartments 1o
be bailt in a well-designed
area, The overall design
of Peabody Square, how-
ever, gives the impression
of a town newly annexed
to the City of Boston, with
The Peabody command-
ing a significant position
in the square,

The offices of the Dor-
chester Community News
not only are hovsed in an
historic structure, but add
1o the bulding s history as
a contemporary local
point for a vital com-
fmnity.



