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Dorchester High School was officially organized in 1852 and located at whar is now the comer of Gibson and

. Darchester Avenue.

%

Dorchester home to country s first

public school

by Anthuny Sammarcu : __.'. :

hmg!;l)mdlcsmr:anclmm with justifiable pride,
that the first school in America supported by
taxation was founded here in 1639, it was not until
1852 that a high schoo] was established for secondary
< education.
In the early nineteenth century six schoolhouses were
~ scatered over Dorchester, serving a population of fewer
than 3,000 residents. Though these “dame schools™ were
Lo serve as an unpmam factor in education, by 1827 it
I:neamc evident that town residents wanted a high school.
[11 a report publlshcd that year, according 1o Good Old
. Dorchester, it was * ew.’uem to establish a high school;
Mc:wmmcmcxpm usclfmhﬂvypemluﬁ :
- < Though Dorchester was close 1o Boston, it remained a
si:puraxgmwnunu‘l 1870'and was required by state law .
educate the youth of the town. Though a committee
thought it imporant in 1827 to found a high school, it was
not until 1850 that one again saw the subject raised again.
Town Meeting members and the Dorchester School
Committee were petitioned by 183 taxpayers of Dorchester
“to recommend Lo the lown the immediate establishment
of a high school.” This important petition was debated at
town mectings and was to languish until 1852 when it
became a reality.

IN 1852 DORCHESTER HIGH SCHOOL was
officially organized and located in as centrally convenient
a place as possible. The school was to be built on the

wesr.erl)r side of South Boston and Dmchestartumplke a
little north of Centre Street” or what is now |hc,c.amer of
Dorchester Avenue and Gibson Street. For many years,:
this land had remained open and undeveloped. With a
fund of 56,000 the school house was built as a two story,
wood framed building. Most probably designed by Luther -
Briggs, Ir., a local architect from Port Norfolk, the high |
school was to.be headed by William J. Rolfe, a noted .
Shakespeare expert who was later to publish d!cdcf'muve
work o the great writer's works. \

With 59 pupils; Dorchester High Schmbnpemd ;g
doors to students from the “Everett, Mather,

Gibson, Wintfirop, Norfolk and private school#as & co~/

educational school. For four years, Master Rnffqﬁm
the school, followed by Jonathan Kimball and EII:lnd
Smith both of whom served a total 6f :hmy :hreg
after Rolfe. ;
Today, Dorchester High School’s pnpulau:m:s qmny 1
times- the original number, in-a far larger a ]:H:tiu‘
equipped school on Dumbar Avenue, but 143 years Ia.ea
it is still known by its colors “The Red and Black_"a.ud the
hapq;halall who pass through it will make lﬁelrlmmem

propd. - '_‘-r P
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