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DORCHESTER THREE-DECKERS
TOTAL DISTRIBUTION 1870-1930
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FERIODS

The nistery oo the Doreaestar Three-aecrer may be likenec t0 3
arpa. wave of comstraction that swoepl cown [from the edge of Dnslon
aftar the Civil war in 1065 and Tollowed the streetcar limes Fom Seuth
Sasten and Roxbury, and rugched Lhe Mepensel River al Mastapan oy
the Grest Desression of 1929 . 1n Derchestar over 5,250 thres-deckers
wore Buill natwesn 1730 ano 1930 by lcca dovel0pers and builders ir a
¢ranzy of astivity that Fivaled the bocm towrs of Wha west,  The cresl
oF tne wave cocur=ed belwesn 1900 and tha 1218, when Some 3,50 were
ronstracted.  The final surge occurrad if rea jate 19804, asting until
the Daprassion.

The history &F throp=decker develoorent can ke fivided Irto Tive
distinchive Deriocs, pack characterized oy A pE-Llcu ar architectaral

style andd geugraphica: srea a~ revaloprent.

Periods Dates Yo, Built
Farmative 187E-"E5Y a0
1. wigmerian 1550- 1359 Sy
AL Early Clessic 1500-1910 7,600
. Late Classic 1311-19"3 1, 8Ed

v —unetional 191 3=19370 1.130



PRITOTY?E

Fatyype with oricine] thrae-story rear parchas,
the ear] esh surveyes oxaudie in Dorchester.

f Ehrsa-family mansard F

65 Wi 1ow Courts Andrsw Squarse
About 1570
Mznsarc Stwls -1 -



PROTO I YPES

Mo one eeally imeented Lhe first “hpoo=deckar, |Usl &5 ng one
nvarted The [irst skyscraper or sutomabite, 1T developec fram = Pumbsr
s meototypes in The Boston ares - borrewed from housing experiences
in other cities ol Mew Ergland., Sources inGicate taat the fhres-dechker
amerged 0 the building boem after the Civil war in the fringe betwasn
the city and iis new sunurbs, metwern working ciess and middle ciass
neighborhacds and cerving the Tamilies af noth.

~anpe gre but @ handful of three-deckel mralotypes in Dorchester.
Most date Teom the saply 1870's gnc are found alerg the Dorchaster
fvenue car line oelwesn Seuth Baslen ane Meponset on the ndgs of the
rdusteial district,  Those Erotatypes reflect the dominznt architectural
siyles of the mosl=Civil War period; the Grochezed ttalianate with it

jigsaw smrull wesk, and Lhe Frensk WMorsard wita ite distinctive rool.

Gracauted Proteiypes ~he oldes: deoowmented prulotypes follow the

sputh 2osmn gian, 1.2, the Tlat pne® Lrban pow or tenanent. Thres
starfes Figh, they have Srackated cmef and eqatry cetails but lachk thz
three story rear parches that waile maks Them True wepree—dechers.
WMost natable 3t The surviving Bracke-sd exarmples arc the elaborale

Aouhle ouse al 20 Wt Vernon SLreet, and the simple three Tamily

tepemert ot o Luncan Sirest.

Manssrd Protatypz:  an squally fashionable style after tha Ciuil Wer was

Lhe Fremck Kansard with ils Jistipctive roof that cliowed 2 full sLory

e attic.  Otharw se plain buildinzs with hree stories inoudng this



Wansard fall into this cotegory: examoles incluce the pair at 510 Part

Marfolk Strest, and the wal -presepved three family house al 58 Wilcw

Court of 1 Massachusetss Avenue {p. 31, This last examp e, with e-iginz
rear corch cecks, constructed by 1874 |5 the oldost survayed three-

decicor protobype in Dorchestare,






FORMATIVE PERIOD 1875-1889
STREETCAR ROUTES 1888
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. FORMATIVE FERIOD "6 5- 1880

ULring The Formative Feriod. tho thres=decker emerged as a dis-
tinetive architectural form.  Adoul Fitoy struZiures Wors built; some
continued the stylistic cheracieristics of the Mansard and Brackeled
arolotypes, others picked up the newest Quesn Anne Revivel sby'e.
Cammon Lo ol are shrea stories anc tull heignt rear agrilmes, The
increase in smeunt of thres-decher cons Lruoticn pareilals genesal Buailld-
ing activity incthe newly annexed suburh: tals aclivity was spurred
Juring the 1880°s after the sooAOMY was reECIvering “rom the Dearession

of 1873,

Mansard Type: the first truly authenlic three-deckars, thosa with full
three slory rear decks, appcar In the Mansard slyle aloag the sirontear
reuzes threugh Dorchaster (p. 7). These ars essentially thrag-family
rewhouses with the talrd Mour covered witn tho siate shinglas ol =
Marsard roaf.  The best oreserved of thezz early hrea-deckers is the

group cpposite Edison Gresn at g223-028 Me-chestar Avenus buil De-

rween 18s5=1882. The rear view on auttenwond Street (s tha Tirst

three—cecker landscape r Dorchosiar,

Goazen Anne Sty with an expancing econcmy cnd CREPEazsc oons

structian 'n tha 1880's, Thres-decker builders adopled u newly popular
slylistic fashien, tha Quean Anne Pewvival., For the most up-lu-cate and
expenszive mode s, buliders appliag siaborate Queen Anns decorative

details sazk B3 patcrnac shinges and iren crested towess on e









rraditional 2 x-Tamilv, dodble hause olan. WNost werz boill zleng he
erse car lines getwean Upharms and Fieds Corner. Well=-prasefved

sxamples survive 2t 106-108 Stauchtar Street, 51-53 Sawvis HIl Avenun,

F3E-795 Swrchestar Avenue at Locust (. 30, 32-34 Arcedia Strest rear

Fields Corner, 300-310 Washingtaon Street near M. Bowonis, and

15 Wendower Sirael berind lUphams Corner.

It was not antil after 1635 that the three-cecker smerded a3 a
d slincl build ng lorm,. and importanbly, =5 a standarcizec Torm housing
th==2e famil’es in ane d=iRched structu=e. JQueen Anre, lhen the mosl
wp=to=data stwie, was popu ar for thess new structures. MNumarous
exair aies were buill on lhe side slreets off the oow trolley lines.  The

bast remaimng exangles inchude 7U Dragper Strdet, the Tirst tree-

dacwer on ML lda with ibs elaborete shicgliag ane posch detail ,

TS24 Meponset Avende with itr teweres bay, and 49 Minat Sipest, the

earliest thres-declkzr in the Meporset arza (p. 100,

Eracketed Tarnements: lz2ss expensive tares-deckars of tae 1880's con-

tinued the elder Bracketzo flat roa’ style o Soudh Beslon., They wers
usually bualit = pairs rear industicial aress >r commercial disteicts aleng
the axis ol Lhe Dorchesier Averue car ling. nierasting early growps

include thaose on 122-125 ard 174 Bostan Street and 729-771 Derchester

Avenor al Howell Strest, 118<1%2 Pleasant Street. the large block at

29-353 Liria Street oppasita ¥, Sawedoin 5tEt'an, and the survivicg

gxemple at 173 —amilcn Street bzlow Mesting -louse Wil

=11 -
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DORCHESTER THREE-DECKERS

VICTORIAN PERIOD 18290-1899

STREETCAR ROUTES 1889
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1., NICTORIAN FERIOD 1830-1899

The first rea garge of thres-decxer constructien in Dorchester
sccuprad in canjunction with the elestrilicaticn of the norse car transil
lpes in 1850, Freviously only isulztes palrs of threa-dechars had oesn
ouilt, hut with better Trar sportation oul of the central cily Lo
Durchester, ontire streats af threa-deckars were covelsped, with owar
£00 nuill during the 1330, Styliaticaliy the Qusen Arna Savival
continued ic serve 35 The archilectural bencnmars of Vietertan P od
tree-dackess; often huilders, trying te cistingaish (heipr wors f=rm
reighbars!, added speciz, creslve detal 5.

By the mid "890's, mare B EMNLIVE thres-deckars adozted ihe
Colapinl Aavive sty's. alresdy fashionable for many athor modes of
home Building.  In accitien, the Victoran perind witnessed Lho de-
velopmet of the albor majss threc=deckar Torms: tha gsbe or Rip roof
types, in the wasterr porlicn of Dorchester; ard sme=e -nlouk ceh-

atructhan with three=decker sharacleristics.

Pairs and Nouble HoWs2s

n <he Victarian perioc, devolopmart ol tarpe-coCker Teatlres
Lagan wilh iqdividual six-lamily deuble houses. Th2 comcon styla was
Quezn Anne Rewvival, tle dominant style of the time. often dosigned
with sposalirg combinalions of eaipgles ang Tewturad pallesns ©n th
Lays. MNatable examples nf Quesn Anne Jouble dnits “ram 18%3-1834

incluce;  019-221 Corcheste” Avenus neas Hzrmeesl Stresl]

1045 - 1049, 1077-197%, &nd 1CE - 1083 Corcnester Avanuo ‘2. 157

4-f Mavhew Straet st Boston Sioeet bz-fs Fullar street neas Peapody

Sauare; and 235-237 Columbia Rood near Deven Strest.
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nroearly series of three-drokers with F1zt roofs ang narrdd 1ots Lypical of
South Bostan.

91-41 Howell Street, (ncres Sjuare
18970-15%4
fuean LGnee Style
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The more gvant-garde builcers of this perfod ~eached Irto 8 new
style, thwe Colomial Bewival, Tor thore aost costly throeo=deckers. As
usual the sis=family doable house was e showcase Tor this new design,
which curing tnhe Victorian perod was res:irced mostly lo isnlaled
Euildingz. A numser of wali-praserved early Colonial Sevival thres-
cacaers from this peried survive on the “urmer stresicar coutes bebwesn

Uphams and Flalds Corner.  Included amang thess are: 38-40 Moseley

Streel of T Crescert Strest; 90-97 Slocghlon Shrezl; 347-344 Bowdoin

ctraeb at Meeting Heowse Hill; 203 Dwiney Sirest averleaking Coumbia

Roac; ard the two sairs =t 53=37 and 58-81 Bailey Straet near Feabody

Srhuare.

Streetscapes

As the specalative wave of thres-deckar constructian grew dursing
Fhe vWictorian perind, entire streetacapes of delached Lthres-oecker: wers
developed, establishing an impartant facet of the arckhitectural character
¢! Dorchesiar a:z a slreelcar suburh,

The first "ull sireets of Victe-izm period thesa-deckers were de-
veloped rom 1320 to T894 on cpen lots ard olcer estates scuth of
Andrew Sausre, in taz trizngls Toremed by Dorcnesler Awonac, Boston
Strest, and Columoia Reoad., Facked tightly or narraw lots (cne lot for
each hbuilding ), Lhese wera mode:sl Queoen Anne Rawviva stylae structures
similar despite being developed oy a varizty of Individual bullders.

The rhyzlins of the beys énd corrices Fowing down the narrow strests
zheated & compallimg architesturai off2ct. The hest preserved inciude

Wasnburn, Howel anc Bal flower Strests (2. 16], site o a 19655 fire




thet casoroved mary of thos sarly greud. Cther fine streetscepes of

lhis periza car be saen at 252-275 East Cotraca Sirest at Fond Streat;

alang £-12 Bultuawood Streel as it dias inlo Crascant Stroet, and

s-2% Hamlat Street henind Upkams COFMED .

A miv of modsest thres-deckers with Quezn Anne Rewival ard
Colonial Revival datails developed ir tha mic 1880ls an the side sTraecs

near Elelds Corner. Along Laedswille, East and Helcia Siresws at the

mase ol Meet'ng Heoose Aill, throe-ceckers Firat cainod a view af Boslocn

Harbor.  Othee strests with a pleasant mixturs of sarly lhroe-deckers

nuelude;  Rohbinsen, Wwestvile and Drdosr streels on the sedth slope of

vinunt [da; Marylend Slreet off Savin Hill Avenus; Grarger and Durean

Strests near Frecocrt; srrardine Street melow Codman Sguar?; ano

Bearsc Avenue ‘n Lower Milis, For builcers willing o sxpariment with

maw architectural stvles, “he Colgnial Revival had Become ke most
pupudlar by the Fid-13490's.  Twn wrouss en Mociing House Hill show “he

enrly usa of Colcn'al Bevival features: at J0-54 Clarksar Street, in the

cyoursan Bip roo” style (see Mol awig section}; and at 24-40 Chureh

stanpl, tacimg The First Parish Meeting noause, ir a mare Typical flal

reaf sTyla.

Raxbury Hoaf Tvpes

=ha westers half oF Oorohester Was influssced By the suburban
archicesture af ilz nearest neinnbor, Roxbury, rather than the urban
farm= of Sceuth Bastan.  Alerg TNe arincioal smis o7 development, The
washorgron Slreet car line fram Grove LHall o Cod=wan Square, three-
dechkers displavad <he gatle and hio rgof soyle thai had beean developad

in tae 1ARG's Ly Roxbory ouilcers on Mission Hill.  Fiaborate Queen






anne Hewival cables ond dowile Days apoeared on Wasningien Streel by

the 150's; well presarved examales include thosz on 7-3 “enclen Sireet,

73-03 Bowdaln Avenue, and 15-25 Soylord Strest

Oy the lete 1320's, the Roxbury gasle roat hac Desn carpiae Tar
sautk of Cudinan Scuare.  Modest examples ol tha style &re faurd in

the pair at 43-E} Bailey oilreet fm. 13) near Feabcdy Sguars and ar

275-27% Galvan Baulevard at Do-chestar Avenus. A faw isolutad

exanples aver appear ir the hoarl af ald Carchesler: mest netanle are

AE Aumrsey strzel. In neandsome Colenial Revival detall with Tull Falladiar

wirdaw in Lthe gable, 34 Beifor. Stredt with nanalled bavs and o hip

root, and 20 Rchlield Strest.

Sxcreblocks

—la develoarent ol tne thres-deckor sicre slock alsa began in the
1830 s along this wasnimator Shreet adiz., 0 the Queen ARNR Fovival
sbhyle with fowerac bays and imzet nanels wita Bath roa” Torms, thesa
sepve ps impoartant landmarks a8 well as commercial cemters for toeir

naighba-hoods.  Driginal sxamp =e incicez hase at 411 _Geneva Avenuo

=t Weslville Strest: 52-58 Morfolk Stepet al Oakwese Strect; the pair at

754-TED and JB3-TES washinguen Strest ac Ashmon. Sioeet; and 578 River

Street st Tesla Street r Mallapan.
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DORCHESTER THREE-DECKERS |
EARLY CLASSIC PERIOD 1900-1810 |
STREETCAR RACUTES 1940

-2 -




(1. EARLY CLASSIC PERICD T900-1910

By the turn of the ceniury. the masic furm of the thron-decker
fad besn perfacied and standaedizad, i Time tor the lull force of
speculative constrection throughout Dercnescer.  The term Early Classic
[s applied ts this 2erioc Decause it was gt this time that tha three-
cserer began to resch the nsal cf its most pepitlar, familiar, and
cearly dentifable Torm.  Oveer 1,800 three-deckers wors buill in
Carchasier between 1900 ond 18710 as tae onen'ryg of aslectric Trollay
lines Turther noreasad sppartunily for tne average fam Iy o |leava
Ersion proper.  Bulidors Tol owec Ihe tealicy tracks to the far corners
of Dorshestor:  =outh asng Boue Hil Averde e Ma:iapar, and sross-
fown @ong Talhol Avenue frem Asnomanl Fran«i'n Park. Cpen hils
with wiows uf te harbor arc distant Faights also bacame siTes Fiez o
tree-cecker duvclcpmant, as nappanesc et Jones Rill, Mount .da, Pope's
Hil!, Mount Bewsoln ano Waia il

The anpluation of the Dalnnial Revival sty'e, sUccessar fn ponalar-
ity to the Qasen Anne Ruvival, had givor e th-ee-deraer o sensa of
classic proscrtion and haoance, nedtraliz’ng fhe narrcw massing of its
sies-entry row nouse plan,  Jurrg the Early Clzssic neriod, sdditienzal
emtiplliskents appoared; most abvious was the multi-storied puarch with
its mandswma Coric columns and elaborate ~urned railings creating 3
distinctive architeclure of gatliced rooms 0 the frant yard. Houncosd
mrorrar bays smerged Dirst for smstlier struciuras and than Ward more
generally adoplec.  The reof cornicz alsa was transformed into an

impress ve arenikec ural devics, with massive alocked aenlils that 2asily

w W om






raugn: dght  These smbellishmens were [rtandeo o make the liree-
deckar cisinctive, but soon became standardizad Themse ves to becoms

rAa “amiliar festures of the pParchestor Lhiree-decker

Early porches

Tha first Colomisl Raviva. style three-deckers had meen litile mcre
than Quesr Snane Revival casigns distinguished by applied classical
detalls in the colummed portico around t0e doarwey, Smple rows of
thesa were buill curing tle esrly 1860's in al eedy-cstaslished tarecs

derser ne ghscrboeds, noluding these an Sressent Averawe LreTwisern

Mcselsy &nd Carscn 5treets, on Herbor View Sircet opposite Cranl

Strest, angd on Eider Bireet Celow Columiya Road (p. 23).

& principa ¢hanga in the tarly 'assic pecicd thar displays 1he
Fab flowering af Jhe Dorchestare Lyras-cacke= 15 The transformatiocn of
tha cnbry portico Into Lho Two-Story Fparl porck.  This new leaturs,
develoned In the sarly 1900's, gave familes an Fae upper f'ocrs ther
awn nrivate balcory cn the sireer, and gave mhe form itself an arzhi-
tactursl distincten thet befitled its status a5 d duminant house form in
W streetear suburb,  Thea earliesL cocamented grouo of Two-story
porches was suilt from 1854 o €04 along Loe LDorchester Aveius axis,

at 20-32 snd "9-22 Saden Streel, a1 41-47 Pezrl Steest, and al

EI"I-':iI'.-'_DaI.-!c-T.E Stponl ol f Genewd Swer Je,

Lireptscapas

Mot until tha stancardization of bthe two-stely porch form was the
wisua Impact of the new skyle apparsnt. aftor 1804, bullders bopan S

craate entire slrestscapes of columned three-deckars. DOF the Early

- 23 -






{lagsic peried sireatscapes, by fas the fir=- is tha group on Taft
Stront off Durchester Avenue (f. ?5). Here the porches, supportcd on
nazsive gran’te plers at groend lavel with aandsome coupied columns
aheve, make an architectural effect yet mare comoelling as & resuif o
the subtie curve af Taft Strest info FleasanT Street.

Othes impartant growps of Zacby Classic pericd porched three-

deckars are fourd aff Darchester Avende on Hallam Streel with Fand-

soma arched slone founcatiors, 273-207 Centre Strest and at

16-25 Therniew Soroci.  Impressive strestscapes can ba seen arcund the

hasa ab Meuns |ds at 73-¥ Adams Street {bebtwesn Fox and Lirden

Gtrests), at 97-108 Crauer Strest. snd at 2P9-25" Park Strest near

Sialds Correr. More macest are streetscages on Me-tan Stresl beow

Powdnin Street, 182-210 Westyville Strecl ol Senava Avende, SanTuit

sirest anc at 15-31 Resclanc Strest rear fezbhady Snuare, 37-05

Ausainwall dead ard £-28 Durlzn Rood near Cocman Squara, anc Lesiig

Straet esf Denbre Stieet.

Angther pesitive aTrbute of Lhe thres-decker parch wus its adhvan-
tzae Im faining an ccesn view of Bastar Harbor from the top deck. Ry
113, a numbe~ had been Lult cn the glazial "illu owverlooking Dorchester

Bay. Most netable are Thase on Jones Hill at 17-25 2ewere'l Sirewt and

J84-130 Cl_{ﬁhing Avanie, anc thafe on Lhe sope of Pope's Hill at

BE=112 Kinc Street

Aot nded Bew

cwpansive thres-deckers of the Eacly Classic pericd lownd their
mak of architectural distinction ir the rounded corner bay, often with

curved glass and dobicate cornice wor<.  The effest wos nosl appealing







apd lent grace to the soroelscape. —ha first sxamples of this form were

hui't from 1900 w 1504, and nelude tae wall-presarvec pair ct 1019-7021

Cerchestzr Avenue, wilh Patlagian window aJove the doorways: the

arstand ng group at 19-23 Adame Strae: on Mapsing =ouse Hl and the

handsome set at [B0-774 Columbia Fasd at Creennalge Streel.

Aftar 190%, tos roundac bay donamz & mMore nercralized feature of
Cocnial Fevival threg-caCiers thraucout Dorchestar. Cesigns ef srail

imaginaticn include these at 158 Arcadia Streel near Figjda Corner;

L2k melvile Awvenue at Dorchaester gowenda, 30 Rosemount Street (p. 271

on Pepe's HIE, and 21 Fie~sa Straet at Ashmons Street. Striking groJps

ape fownd at 201-209 Fast Cottacs Soreel cpoosite Richardsen Park, &t

5_3"51 Fariiton Strest as Gellowue Streel, L " G-24 Ferwin Skreel at

Tabot Awarues, arnd e gurlvineg row Ft 1410-1430 Blug Sl Avenue

Ealow Morfalk Sireet.

Casnnr Stores

pe poinded bev wes alst an affactlun solution for the cormsr
store blocks Dullt elter the wwrr of Lae certary. Some oF tals gerre
showe Femar aeole quality with origira ceconial Havival delail still intact;
tase incudo the supsrb examnle at any-251 Derchesier Avenue ai

moseclair Street, Lke nandsome row ot E36-702 Celumbia Road 2t Bwveretl

Square. and the iandmark bicck cf 140 washingtos Street al “he intar-

section of Bowdnin Streel.

Doreneslar Cormice

Toe final Ianecwzticn 2F the Farly Classic Fariad was a carn.cé [yere

crealing @ distivetive charactar for the Two-chester three-decier.  The

- 23 -
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Dorchester coprica was essenticily a mraeed parapet with deoorative
pendant draps which framec The top of the street facada. Thiz em-=
hallishment was derived from lwo scu=ces: tna doable-bay Roxbury
gabled three-daecker of the 1850's: and tha Quesn ARME Revival aracing
sttzched to the fiat-rocled Dorchester Form. The archilectural effect of
the Dorcheslar cornles was dramatic, squmazing the geamelry of the
couble cays widhin the na-row facace, and witn the colamned porchies,
rha form became all the more camslaX |

Tais new cornice form first appeared, Ingically encagh. in the
sverlanping zone betwean Roxaury anc Corchester, whose styles werc
the saurce for the Rvbarid Torm. The earliast exemples were built from
15CE Lo "904 im the area belween Monunk Bowdsin anc Maeting House HI;

ireluded ars the groups ab Sd9-G1 Jancock Strest near Unn=ms Caraer,

g-"7 Oullard Sireet near Geneva Avenue cn Mourt Bowdsin, the line

douhla plan tyses at 755480 Columbia Road ~ear Evers.l 3quare, ARc

the row ot 18=31 Green|ncd Si-ept off Blue Hill Awvenus in Malzpan.

Betwesn 1905 and 1310 the Dorchester caralce became » COMIMON
featu=a of expensive three-deckers shravighout the 2res. Impressive

~ows of raese Early <lastic pariod Types include hose at 147-158 Boston

Straet (near the office cf the Darchaster Histo-ical Seciotyr, 15721 Dix

ctepet Fogr Fields Cornar, and 392-388 & 415-425 Gersva Awverus and

4-31 Taaliff Strest near Mount Bowdoin. By far the finest avamplas of

the Do-chester carnice are found or the ihree-deskers of Resting Howse

il fecing Estor Ssware at T0-22 CRUFCH Sireer anc 423-361 Beowdoin

Stree; (p. 29); “hesa cuildings ara complets with eaharate Co onial
feviwal porcaes, otlered shingles and ariniral shutters a-ound Lba
windows. M similar fow 5 scen nearky anoones Hill a7 2-23 Dewnlf

Strest.
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EARLY CLASSIC PELTUD
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[he subarban reof tvpes af wastern Torchesfrr changed from bhe gaole o e
hip roof farm, ofton witk dovmers.

503-327 Geneva Avenua, Fizlds Corpar

1903: Fradarick J. Rockwell. architecs

Colonia’ Peviwve: Stvle
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cumurnan Rool Types

The three-deckers of wastarn uarchester contnueed o bu character-
ired by tna distinc.iwe suburban reof Lypes of the Raxbury buildars.
Yei the gable roof now mecara |pss commor and wis regplacad bBv tbo
low-hin reaf with a7tic dermers. Cf ths geble roaf Lirge-cecke=s, from
~he early 1300's, he more mpertant exanples includs thuse at

17-72 Harvard Strest near Muant 2owdelr, on Inwooed Streel off

BowCoin, 6-78 Yesta Straet off Tobol Averde, 1 Stocktor Street ac

washinglon, anc the handsoms par at 41-45 Swelvn Street aff Blue Hill

Byanua,
Aftar ~ 903 hip rouofs became The corumen architecturul feature of
thres-deckary in western Jorchester. Metable groups wers hoill near

he crosstewn —rolley [nes, such au SUd-927 GEnava duerde (o, A1) al

Ciglds Cornar, at 306-374 Talbot Avenus near Codman Squere, at

=25 Hiﬂhtinqal-:- & rewt near Harvard Strest, ¥7-720 Waiton Street aff

Lenmnnl Strest, 377-548 arfollk Streel and those on wWimora street off

B.aue ~ill Awverue.

T least commen rasf tygpe 0 Morchestar was —he Jolonial Samhbrut,
a warlart o Lhe barn rool giving a rural acrent to the third story,
while cemman Lo threa-deckers 1n Loe Connectictt vallay, the gambrel

was race r Derchester:  the Tew oxamples incluse 23-39 Wadeck STreet

mear Eielcs Coraer and R4S-853 Cummins Highway i Mattopan.
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DORCHESTER THREE-DECKERS

LATE CLASSIC PERIOD 1811-1918
STREETCAR ROUTES 18918
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IV, LATE CLASSIC FERICD "B -1916

The crast of the thrae-daies WEwa aircss Dershester was reached
in the years bercre the First World War wnen nearly Two thousand wern
huilt and entire nelckonrhoods crestec.  Alung wilh the further spre:d
af the thres=decker streetscaps, tnis pré-war porind is Carked B
increased buailding zosls end sansequerl adeptior of new stylistic Taa-
tures dorived from the Prairic and 2ungalow styles, which were simpear
srd Ferce cheaper to oroduce.  Newverd holess, meny fzatures and forms
frerm previods periods condnued to be used--parlicularly the rounded
w Adow aay, ond the Roxbury-inllucncsd roof snd porch wvariants of

woasgrt Dorchester,

Slrestscapes

Slructscaoes of Late Classic thrse-ceckers demonsirate the ful’
intensity af the spaculative dewealnpment of the are-war paried. Here
e architestual power of the columned porches is mest dramalic, M-
peating the melapnor of auslined cubes Jown the stresls 5f Dorcnester.
Each neighksrhedd has its gwn SequUeTca. Among the firest of the Late

Classic pwriod s ST Marks Roed {p. 30) off Derchestor Avenue n

ashman- whare the surve of the strest soimates the gromatry of the

—aqlurns.  COrher throc-dechar streslsapes SLuld ofl sudar Stroct ot

Darshester Avenue, Anrapnolis Street behind Plegasant, on Groom Street

Lahind Unanems Cornse, on Cemeren Sireet at Rane SOUArE, an

Alpha Strest near 2ark end Fenberma Straat off Washington. The truly

spertarulas repetitior ef farms is seen or Soran 2ark aang Julietre
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-






LATE CLASSIC PERICD

P s e T

AT -\.|.-\.|-|_ _..-,-\. ;—rsl- o .'.\'r.%ﬂt.-ﬂ"'_.]_.

Laf~ [azsic barea-decder: 4ot Jopss HilS and framz a view of the First Ferish
Churen steeple in thz distance. .

B ]9 ?mhe*l Strast, Jenes HIVD O
1017, Wil lizam Z. dright, srchitect

Eu.ﬁ|1a1 Apyival Stvls
b -



LATE CLASSTO PERLOD

- ﬂ,,,, HMJJU

A pure examole of the Prairie-Bungzlow ttyle thrae-decker with 4 Tinear cornize
=nd squdare sarch posls ard 2 -onf paraaset.

72474 Tathot Avenwuc, Ashmart

1916, J. Frodarick BEreokyn. architect
Frai~ie-Bungalow Stwls

il
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and Cercival Streets and on Ridgewscd Slreet off Gansva Auerus and

Templeton Strcal near Peabady Equare.

Like their predecessors, e Late Classic three-deckers onntinues
tn canpuar Carchestor's many hile whien provided a vew ol Baston
Harbor. By the Frst werld War tney had mouprted lhe crests of the
glacial dreumlins that surrourd Dorchesier Bay, up Jones RHi'l on

50-76 Cawnsr Avanua. Rowell Streel (p. 35}, and RBE-78 Sawyer AvEnLIE

p Mt. 1da = Ronan Pars on 4-14 Marie Strest and 47-83 ML, |da Fezd,

s ound the hasa of 3avn Hill at Walibu Beach on Buyside Stpset, and

up Popes Hill 8T 28-39 Rusenont and 70-92 Train and 12-7F Huortn

Marror Soreets.

Despite the wisaal impact af the continuous strectrcapa, 1T 05 in
o smail groupings thab the trus guality ef tha _ate Classlc threes
decker is bos, seen.  Thers 05 & basic seasitivity o proportise, coflor
arc le<ture thar reveais the matarity of Lhe thres-deckar ac dit archi-
tactural form. HMemesous fine ecxamples are found “hroughes Dorchaster,

e most rotable being, €40-886 Adams straet In fcdams Yillags, 77-%95

et L)

= rape- Strest en Mount lda, 14=-22 Cwe=eft Slrest cff Wil Slract.

38-38 anc 57-84 Meponsst Avenue naar Fieles Corner = 228-24C Tark

Stresl at Fialds Cornar, 102-710 Graapbriar Shreet @hove Codinon quare,

— e —

478-424 Waskinctor Strest heside Crown Wala, 1E3-1L7 River Streat in

Lewwer Mills, =rd 17-20 Rector Poac i MaTtanan.

SrairiesBungalow Style:  Three-deckers of tha wzle Classic Perind

developed their distinct’ve sreditaclural form by combining he Casic
preportions of the Colorial Ravival with elemenls burrowsd from the

Prairic=Bungsicw Style.  Originaling 0 the Widwest and westzrn statas,

38 -



ILATD CLASSIC PERIOD

A Ffine example of fhe La e Cassiz Parion wTEE howsd Lavs, doric colarns
and palladan windows,

1521 Dorcnester Avenae, Fields Dormer
19°R; =.P. FalTakel 1y, arzhilecs
Cotanial Azvival Soyle
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this slyle was characterizad by crisp geemelric outlines w ih funsticnel
dotai, and aartiy Texlires produced by the us= ef rustic maierials--
sming'es, sluesa, rough stane, and thizk, werhaﬁghg wood rafiers.

Toe adeoatisn of these fecturas for the Dorchesier LFrea-deckear s

mest maticabie on the parches, where Lhe -pundec fnrms, tapered CDors

eolpmne, and delicately rurned balastrades of Loe Calonial Rewiwval wora
replaced wilh the anqular lines, stoul, Futerd Bungaiow posts, and

s id, stick-like railings o7 the Prairie-Bungaow styls, Fainted zlap-
hoards were replzced Oy stginesd waoad sminges, ornd claar panes wera
e bstituted “ar lead clats - a1 corkiring @ produce a harcsems, ir
mess produced, cesign.

Pure expression of Proiris achenl and Buangalow casign is mever-
tneless raatively rare In Doechastar thrae-deckers. pef reiing the hasic
cunse~watizm ¢f lacal builders in thelr nesitancy o adoot “ully a un-
femilar style. The sarliesT axamplz ts found m Mattapan at

T14-738 Cummins Highway, casignec im 1810 by Char'es Grecc, —he

roted Carmhridge apchitecl. 1t displavs =0 arched stucco doorways
srawn shingle sid'ng, ancicsed sun porch and raftered rool that pre-
dated The Fancbona sty.e threse-deckers of the 1970 . Other Frairie-
Bungalow examples frem the 2re-war poriad include 47--474 [altot

Avanua (. 27y wilh sharp orlagonal savs and 2 linesr peraget, the

group at F-£f Ewerton Szrzet behird Ganewva Avanus wth sTurco ware

and raftersc cornice, and the strikirg row ol 483-501 Talbot Awanueg

Witk howad bays anc desp hip el .

- &0 -
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Reunded Bays

The Feight of architectural cietipetion far Dorchester (Nree-o2cRers
was sl thz reundsd cornor Lay, ard the Late  as3ic period produced
semp ol the firest zdamzlas 10 -he [ound 1 Bafgton. Cartainly Lhe prize

grous ars -hpca un Pleasant Strael between Fas: Cottage and Stoughtor

deslgned ay A.R. Cil'ilard, attractvely sal sack =mid grees lawns and
lrees with beoutifu! stained glass and slsbarate porch-wors. Wl

presorvad orodps ara fourd at 118=124 Adams Strazl near Mesting

House HI, B0-92 Sawvin Hill Avenue, 1222=7224 Blus 1 Avienug, ane

the line example at 1§21 Dorchesiar Avenuse (p. 391,

The rounced hoy was alse used on more madest thres-deckers
creating wenderful streetscapes al cu-vire forms, including thoss by

Gilliland on Chags S-rest st East Coiiege and on crmear Scdare bakirc

stoughtan, and 24-28 Mora end 13-10 Fairmons Streets on Sudman Bill

forches

Tra iLote Classic pericd caw the imaginalivn of local builders develon
frealy with creative doccrative effcels e highly invenlive percs details
wch, though they ultimately cerived from the Celanial Rewvival, c&n
never-heless be wiewsd as TMIR [olk art. ™Azt of Lhe snerqgy was spent
an the railing design of thea sSecono slory oorch,  Gne of the more
ramz ~kable exemples ¢ the porch builéer's Tancy is ssen at

116="20 Steuabton Streat designed by patrick O Fesrr. The firooh

trpe-toc ke porshes ol Lhe pericd nad gracetul ellipitical rabings
bowee out or scrolled consolc bracket: ahowve the ent=w. Fn= exanples
car be sesn threughoul Uorchestier including thaess on Lbe w8t

18C-185 Fommon Stieet near Everstt Squarn, o the hanasame pairs &t

- 4% -



LATC CLASSIC PERIOD

by W

A gwooping curve al Lake Classde three-dackers with twoeand three-story
sorchas, Lywical of weszern Lorcenaster.

236=230 Geravi Averde, Mount Bowdain
1917-1913; Ioa-rt Haniltan, arch” tect
colonial Bewival Style
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1645=155( Dorchester AWEnUs, 1445- 1747 Dur il estar BWenus, Sl

Eyverton Straet off Goneva and an the tree-story exsmples 3

A45-18% Mo-falk Street (p. 415, Watlapan ard the anemark T54-136

Wancock Strest nesr Kene Squars at the [out of Jones Hill,

vwioslarn Dorcheslor

The wes=ern Fall of Jorchasier cartinued Lo caevalap distinuiive
architectu=al farms influencec Dy rearby Rosaury. Wnile the ain anc
gable roof tyoes were digcarded dus o inflationary pre-war cosls,
three-deckers along Llue Hill Avenue renined thelr charactesistic
three-stoby perches, AL The sama time, speculative auiding activity
~gsultes in tne c-eatian ol whole thros-decker neigiborbocds in
Mattanan before the First Worlo WEP.

The largest conccnlration af Lhree-decders was formed arogunc e
tersastion of Morton Streat wita the Rlus -ill AwanUz Lar line, The
strealscapes show tha effects ol mass produrticn and loss ot irmagination
wits medest orramental detais ard browe shingle siding. The mcre

cnhes ve groups today ineluda these on Hansboroudn, Juhnigen

Caveincle anc Balrd Sireets into Merlon Srreel hetween Harvard snd

Blus HIll Awvenue. LDther ino ude *hnaza on Desring Roed Balow
welington HIN end Crawell Strest off Merfull,  often hoth tweo and
taree story perch types would ne built an the s=me streel creating an

interesting wariety, as an Woolson and Sutten Strecks and the grecetul

curva of three-deckers around 235-£30 Gencva AvEnue (p. 43 below

Mt. owdoin and 26-48 Monadnock Slrest behind Liphams corrar.



DORCHESTER THREE - DECKERS @ ‘

. FUNCTIONAL PERIOD 1919-1830
| TRANSIT ROLTES 1930
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v, FUNCTICHAL PERICD 19168=-1933

although tne crest of the specLlative building wave had already
peaked oy the pasb-war pericd, enesgalic construction of three-gdecyers
continued into the 1520's. when owver 1,000 wers built 10 Qarchaster.
Zven sa, tha “hres-decker as a form far new housing finally cied out
oy the end of this pariod, 3 ~asult of majer aaolitical and ecoromic
farces.

garly political sppositicn to the T cpe-decker hed come from nouss
ing reformers ana suburbanites, whe suw “wo major lizhibiles:  multi-
famiv housng was perce’ved as & Threat 1o single=ranily districts, and
sereats lined with wooden Build’ngs wers cchsiderad = majer Tire heaand.
This ast f2a~ wAs "BaliZad N Two majar cenflagratons, Chelsca ‘no 1908
znd Salem in 1974, and 23 A rasulf the toWns eurrpdnding Boswn bannsd
tne lhree-decksr, By 1824, political forces in 299Ten cecryng the
three-cecker as & petental menace engineercd 3 1327 Clty Ceancil Ban
cn their ecnstructior in Gostor.

The post-war bocm added seapam s pressure against the three-
Jeskes.  In the 1320's, mary famdlies sculd now afford automob'les: this
pese of transportation moved dewvalopmen. intarests 1o work cway T-am
ke older streetcar suburt lo the cuTes SunLradl fringe reached Oy
naw motar hichways., AT the samc time, tha ssvera infiation et the
1820's, meoreasierg constructior costs, furoed odilders o remavwe any
ambe listune t from three-decksr designs; ~hus, the spare farm losl
much attrezctiveness to Treditlenal buyers,

The fina blow o Lha <hree-decker wes lhe wllapse of lhe natiana;

prenomy begun by the stack markost orash af 1329, Thiy disaster



v rtually closed the housing mearkes, left locel bullcers bankrapt amnd
courtless: familics jobless.  Thuas, mutually reinforcing political and
BRCOnMMic pressires brought an end to the era of the three-decker; the

last known exanples in Dorchester were buwilt in 1330 (see p. 430,

Functional Skyl=a

Postwar inflatien broucht about fundamental charges in the aszhi-
Lectural cheractar of the Dorchester thres-decker. In the elimingtion of
all sxcessive detail, the Basi¢ glan was racuced ta the essential form, o
Furnclicnal siyle of architectu-e drawing upon the natural assthetic of
the Peairie &nd Bupjalew styles of the Midwest. The three—deckar thus
became = purely gecnwtric Form:  the porch was transformed from an
aaen werandah e an 2rclosed sun room, and che dacoralive railing was
reglazed Ly shingled skirts; .heauy certice work was replaced sy simple
lapped boards arsund the rocf edge; ond, mosl mporlaniy . the parior
bays were eimirated, leavig the "acade as a simple flat surfzce wilh
bands o windows. |

If contrast to the simp fiec axterior, —he interice plar was axpan=
ded Trom a lung Mila of rooms t0 4 broad ensemble of spaces, with all
the moders convenlences of the 1923s. The Lall, narrow Tocade of the
classic tripe-decke~ now became a well-bBalanced sompasiticn, with tho
poren and entranecs square v in Lhe contes instead of cn one side (the
early rowhouse farm). Least chenged wer2 The rear porchas Lhal sLill
leaked ike thae thece=deckess of the Victorian perisd,

The Late Tlasac style still I'ngered fam a time ofter Lhe First
World War, ard a rumber of notable sxanples werse built in the eary

1920 5, TPz best tnowr in Baston are those al TE-24 Hubbacdston Hoad
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FINCTIONAL PERIUD

Fancticnal Sarea-dsckers ackieved a pure Jecmetry with symmetrical porches
and 2ays.

B3 Wilooce Ebrea.. Mattapan

T329; samual 5. Lavy, arch®tact

Frafrfe-Lungalow 5oye

40



al Sav.n Hills these are true lendmar'ss, suspendod apove the autheas.
Expresswiy o & monurental concrete retainrg wal. Ctaer nofob.e

groups are found on Thehns caad off Meoonset Averue, B4-BZ Suden

Streer maar Svdney, and 73-83 Richmond strest In Lower Mills.

came of the architestural charactar af .he Late Classic threa=
deckars sontinuee intu the Functinnal Berigd. The results were
triple-deckers o7 handzome progorsions #rd spars geomelty af norches
autlined agairsL alain shincied walls, 5ussessful compositions inelude

thase o Manley Strest .. Wictory Roed, 32=34 Bellvue near Guaincy

Street., SE5-674 adams Strest abuove ndams Willage, 37-43 Miwood Stroct
LI

qear Cedes Ceave Cememery, 92 Capen Straen at Geldam Slreat, 24 Jfford

ctraet noo- Ewans Sieeet, 1-5 Jones Sirest al Balleu Street, E5 Willcock

street (5. 407 ot the carner of Plorlon Street, and 534 Cumanics Highway

near Mallapan >quare.

Barzuse of the lingering alfection far tha designs of the Classic
period, faw Three-dockers wWere zetual’y built in the prevailing Burngslew
ar Prairie styies. The nandful of examolas inciude these on “748-175/

Yarchester Avenus below [elds Corner, 7=1" wheatlard Street =77

wasningion Street, ond bhe Fip-rocfed groap at S9-67 Ewvans Straat off

i_apen Streel.

Thrap=-stary porchas

The diskirction betwesn Foxbury and Carchaster buldirg tvpes
disazpeared aller the Firss word war, and the three-story porch Des
eama he wom nant archiectura SYEE =hraLanoul Derchestar. 0 smeall
greups, —he stark efect ane simpls geumetsy c® the Functicne Pe-icd

car ba gJite att-act ve, aspecizlly when zet i suburban surroundings.
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Mutable sxamp ps iNC/LO 75106 Rasseier Strest aad 20-32 Bowdoin

Avarde {n. 513, bBolk cn rMaunt Buewdoing RA=58 Dpley Sl-aet off Genews

Avenua, b7 -BY SoWlon STraet near Savin Hill Averde; A=12 Askland
r

Streat cft Mill StreeT; R34y Pierce Slrest 1 Neponsel and tne atorassive

set of Hildrath Streel Lakind Marfolk Strest.

Stresl=capes

sopeelscapes o INe Eupcticnal perive sTill show the aheromana
enorgy of bullding zctivity thol endured through the 1320, o0s
hare-adged forms define the Spacs, anid bread riboors of poarches are
still camdellimg on 2 large suale. Thn qags seres arz foand or

wWhitten Sirest a*f Adans et Eﬁ-‘}ﬂ: Morlon Streat (. '.'J.j} at

Seden S5Treal, Egntx-mr*th Slrwat ¢apeosice the Darchosier Hich play-

a=aund, Jonald Slruat off Riuc Rl Aweniis, Gresncale Road off Mertan
street, and the handsome array’ on Hosmer Streel off Blue Hill Avenus.
One lasl sarge of three-deckers up tha hills of Durchestar tuok
pace altzr the First World war. The attraclive sitino giwves ese
Furcticnal sty'e structuras a valke “ar havond tneir archizestu a
modesly. | he best harack views cen ba erjoyed frem 10B=174 SEwyer

- ——

avents on Jomes Hill, fram £7-63 Mownt |da STrelt buside Renan Fark,

from South Monree Terrace an sope's Hill, and from Reg.na Streel

enave Codman Squore. Tinally, the three-duckers on wellington Hill

Koad, wilh thair panoromd cf the Grect Blus Hills, claimad the iast of

Dorchester s major summ’ts n e 1920=.



FUMCTICYAL PERIOND

“unc=font] Periad thirea-deckers form en erphatic strestscape 2icng Morton
Stesat, bufl= as a afqghway a“ter the Sirst doeld War.

53:-94T7 ¥ortorn Streat _ :
10:5; Miller and Lovi. architects
rairie=turgalon atyle



Con Gl S ON

in the fina, perspeciive, it s purse apchitectural ‘maginatien that
prevides the True cuality of Carclaster's threa-deckars. Each period
a5 its awr innovative snlutiﬁnﬁ to sty'e ard STrEETSCOPE, arnd =ach has
=s nwry distinetive design ard character.

The Farmative period is of interest haczuze [t is thenm tnsl Lhe
par'y varieties of Ihrag-decker architecturs ars tre aobdest, if nat
always tne must gyrreastul.  Moreowves, their rapity adds 10 feir valud.

Three-deskers of tae Vicloriar perind are anrond the mast exciting
ir Dorcaester far lhe purs fancy of thelr archileciurs. There 15 an
individua'ity of spirit it a periad of dncorstive axcess that makes these
threc=reckars 8 ool celight o te eye = tha rasult of ewach ndivi-
dual bulldar seskirg to ouldo the atkoar. ~ere the potentizl of fha
rhytnmic straetscape iz first realized; ‘15 effect is nighiy craalive.

The mest encrgatic thres-dockars 208 those of =he Early Classic
oeriod . Hers the developmens af “he columnad parch, raunded J8Y,
ape decarstive cornice combine with the pure Loior and crergy ©f the
seamr noly infinits strestocips. The result is 8 marvelous eXOrLSS o of
the Guldests arl and & major soures of Morchester's appedl.

The Late Classic thres-dechkers are the work of mature craftsman,
famillar witn practiced forms. The aects are surwtimnes sublime,
arhievec with cereful sraporticn and artemtion T detail.  The sireets
grzpas are truly spectacular statemants of threa-decker imomary, some
acqjeve their wisual power by thei- eazpr length. Altbough thne new
Wosiern styles aromoted som® rrestive offnoris by buildars, litthe was

srtually dene to altes the aecepled formula of th reg-dec ker Adesign.
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Tne least imaginative ardé the three-cec«<ers of the Functional
Period, the lina expression of thelr arckitectural ferm. The econemic
derands of the pariad and the conservative minds of che Builders
dampened exaspimentation.  7haere are a numbes of thres-deckers that
show some efforT at creative archiseclural design, though thew are ton

cften lost among the muititude,
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PRESERVATION CEPCRTURNITIEE = AN OWVERWVIEW

Teday the Dorchestar three=deckars stend ready to feee the future.
sl are st least f'fty years old, most ars aporogching seventy-five, and
sema are trus actogenarians.  Toeir age Fas Eecome a matter 3T SRrious
concern, fur they ferm the daminant hnusing steck ef DorchasTer.
Ultimately the fulure of Corenestos lies in tnelr prossrvstion.

The neec for gprezerving Dorchester's threa-dachkers s a fupction
part'y of ag2 mnd partly st nelgnoorhocd.  Some of the sldest crarnples
sre the best kept, while stme af “he wourgast hava s Tered The nf-e.htest
lass, Howarthelzss, certain groups nesc a_tenzion if thelr architectu-al
Faritagz is to last irlo the future,

of the warly grovp from the Formative Farioa, tne most wal lable
are the Jussn Anne gxarples whick eviderce such creative architectu=al
sffart. Fortunately, most have been mairtained and still bave thair
griginal details niact. atill. it <her=s Is concern “er ~he histery gl tne
threa-decker as weil as for its parmarent role &= housna stocl, “hese
shauld ne watched te prewven: farther o5,

The Viclorian period alsy cliers some appartunities.  The early

streptscapes in the Howsll otreet-Wazhburs neighbarhood &long

Carenes.es Avenae have hesn wel -Rent owver tha years and have tNus
retairad thelr arcoitectural value.  Qther wall=raintained examples are

those o Armardne ard wWendover Streets, whick hzwe a good mixtuse

ot sa-ly Types. [he arly rzal concesn i5 with lha Queen Aanc gable

examplas on Mount Bowdein snd Gaylord Streets whickh Uil have the

ericinal Tezturas nat tend such & unigue character e tne ne g aertood.






Tha thres-deckars g tae Early C'assic Perled form the core e
Lorchester's architactural resource. Their =lanorcte purches ars Hhe
sssepes of the three-decker's appea; and will noeo attantion to insure
their future. O the maor crodps, ortunately moast are well=main=

taimed, including the superk streslscages slong Taft S.raet, Harbor

View fAveruee, ane Sucan, Jrandr, Ha'lam Strests. (Ctner groups marit

Qreater cuilcErn, mest marticalary the Jorchestor Coraice 2xamples

zrgund Meeting Fousse Hi, with their original archilectaral cetailing

still irkacs. Trnese Fave begun to show thelr age anc avery efforl

should ks made in insure their mpaservaticn as CNey represent one ar

the Frest groups of “hres—deckers in Norchester. A S MEAC cuncerd 1s

rerted by Lhe groups elong Seneva AVENIE which have grest power os

4 cohesve strectscape.  Finally, tna thras-deckers on Filue Hill Avenus

cautn a” Norfolk Strest with elegant -ounced huys sheulé be proserved

to maintain the Integr ty of the wisla into Katiagpan

The Late Classle Period provides tha greatest preserwation uppors
tunities. Tha three-deczkers are of hign guality and ars qui-e nUmMeErdus,
co Laair impaset apon Doschester (s bne moest mpertant af ary group.
The besl axanples have oeor carefu |y maintained, such 23 the excellant

rourded-bay secuance on @ eacant Street and The fine sirzetscape o1

=t. Ma-k's Reae, hoth clessics of their tvpe. We' |-kept croaps also

stard in the Centre-Dix Si-ees neightaraood, and on Pend and Boslon

Streets. The hill views are the mocl exc ting &spect of The Late Classic

ik rec-deckars, and fortunatey the Fines., Rowe!|_Sirees and Sawyer

tvende on Jones Hil, ard King and [rain 3:reeis &n Popas hill, ars in

a good state of presarvalon. The same =an o2 said fer che landmark

theap-dackars of Savin Hill at Hubbasston Bood and Bawvside Sirest.




PAEZERVATION QPPCATIMETIES

fcnan Fark provides an attrzztive set=ing “or three-deskers on Mount [da.

4-72 Mariz Streal Mouns Sém
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Howewer, the streetscapes of Mt lds= arourc RoHan Fark, un Fox,

Julietze, arcival, farie, and M. ida Strests, read caraful attznticn to

areserva their integrity, Other groups meriling simdlar Corcern include

twese ot Park Street at Flelds Corner, rancoshk Sirest near Bane Squars,

gluny tha fine curve of Genoeva Avanue rear Sowdeln, ard Ltha 'andmark

spl gt “albot Avesus and Argvie Streel. A pressicg need sxisks Mor

the thrae-frckers of Mattapan, sspecislly the cohesive grougs on Mortan

Strest, Desring Rosd, Weolston =ad Morfolk Streezs, thel defline the

architectural character of the arez,
~hz thres-deckers of the Functional Feriod zre in iezst ceed of
immediatz concern, although they 4o reguire a watchful eye . T2 hesl

croups have zeen mainfzined, including thase ab South Murroe lerrscs

cn Eopa's Hill with thel= speclacuar oczan wiew, End 0o fine group on

Gdams Strest nzar Adzms Yilage. An cpnorlunity for prese~vsticn lins

wilh e tirse-ceckers of wWellington Hill and Hogmes Streals ir Matlapar,

wiers the Integrily of the straetscape i= in jecoardy.

Thage 2me only Lhe mest imporsant prescrention opportunities for
throc=deckers in Derchester. The appreciation of their architec.ural
quallty will, onc hopes, spark 8 ja“gor Jwarenass in The city and in-
crease the “hree-deckers' value as a egacy #nd a FRSOUTCE Frem e

agslk.
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APTEMDIX |

(hres=Decker 2uaildErs

Arorymity surrounds the names of The first _hree-decke~ buailders
of the 15370's and 138C's, as the Building Department dia nol make
cocurd of tEsir efforts. 2aginning in the 18000 he indsrtity af ndivi-
4zl bulldors beging to emerge from bulding periit records. OF this

marly group the mast notable ware David Campnall and H.S. M. Cark

who we=ked in-the Savin Hill ane Askmonl aeighborhoods, anc W am

Tobin zrnd J. Edward Shestian who built on Mecling Helse FHl end

Mourt Bowdaen.

Tha first groups of three-decker nailders becarme astahlished
Oerchestar in the early 1800':.  Some were men wih buiicing expe-i-
enca “ram the 18805 who secars thres-dechar arzhizects after Lie Turn

of the certury, ke Wiliaw H, Besariek and William Du“f - a rz2am thal

mulit “rom cones H eown btz Melville Park,  Cectainly Las most impor:
tart team in Derchestar betweer 1930 and 1312 were A, 0. Gilliand and
Beyd and Berry, whe tulls from Cclumbia Hoad Tf Fopes Hiill, ncluding
most of the hree-deckers at Renan Fark. Siliitand was particulasy
notad far kiz wise of the reunded caraar B2y, 1L was he who Aesignod
the bandscme =~oundec hey exampies in tThe Fleasant Strees naighkor=-
haad. and 1ol 3 legacy of towered three-decdhers thraugbout Dorchester
frem Savin Hill to ashment.  Other mpertant archizect-bullders bofore

tre E'rot world war includec Paoricl ©'Hearn warking in the arsa be-

twaen Jphams Corner anc Flelds Carner; Timethy .. wyens who bt

feom Jomws —ill and Renan Farlk to Frank!in Sleld and Mattapar: ard Lhe

poJsse femily, «ohr, Gesrge, arc Arbaus, whe worked azlwesn Co umbla

aned HEEOnT
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A5 the wave of building cctivity reached its climax beTere the First
werld Wa- a rew creun of threa-decker builders entered Lhe housirg

mzrke. 'n Borchester,  Motable cmong his group were Willlam H. Hardy

and Frederick Corbett warking in the arsa frem Columbia Rood to Foelds

Cornas, Willam F. Buran and Willlam . Wrichl on Jones Hil', William

Riley, Robe-t Hemilton and Fred Rockwel Setwesr Dowdein and Meeatirng

Havse Hill, Wil'lam <. Creshw, Goorga L, Conk and GLF. Sslabella whe

built in Asnmont :ad Reponset, F.G. Powell, George L. Cook, znd

~ames 7. Ball around Codman Squars, Jares BEechwith and The Eiter

Srothers on Todman Hill, and firally Mary T, “arrell whe cesigned

threo=deckers in Admas Village.
Tha -:le-.relc-ﬁment af thres-decker reigbhbortnads ia Mattapar attrac-
ted A numbaer ol aswildess to The area, Tha Sirst group wers lscal men

working 2 few preects at a time, such as Jahn Jahnscr, Williem <udd

and Herry o, Zoden.  Ctiers soon [oined the tuilding boom, including

will'sm E. Zlerk and Coa. Ruesell. The scile of constructior reached

pitch zefore the First world Wer with the massive development of entirz

sTraets hy Silberman Engineseng Conpany and the designs of

Samndel S, Lewy.

Building aclivity was slew o recowver trom the First World war,
and 8 numaer of established theee=decker auilde-s dropped out of
business, When construction picked up in the "S20's only Willism Hardy
znd Samuel _ewy remainad from pra=War boom, Yet, there was substan-

tial Buildirg and 2 number ef naw men anterad ~he markel, includiog
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wilam Dykman and Charles

= Bodoe in Meponsat and Adams Villags,

and 5.5. Eiserbarg. Saul E. Wollie anc W her & Levi who designed

“hree-deckers ia Mattaoan and Mount Bowcoin.,  Toe last knowr three-

deckars were put Lo in 1930, bulll oy Weinbaum and wexler elong

Syney Steeet and 4. MoGillvray a6 Plaree Slresl,
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AREFENDIX L

Three-Oecker lmagary

Thraigh most of L history, the th-pe-daraer has been an waly
ducalag, sufferiag under a clowd of aegect that anly recently nas
litted to rawves. its trae farm and guzlity.

whan they ware fi-st buill al the end of the 1 Stk captusy, ponalar
writers eal ad them "thres-decker tenements® and "arcoiteciural MonsTros
ities', By zhe turn ¢ the 20Eh century, the Larchaster Threo=denkers
rad Ai-mady ottractec the atiznticn of Boston settlament House workers
w0 anxiously caclared that the suburkan landsczps was retrecting
mefore Lhe thres-decker' . Mere wohomenl allacks 0 its cha~acter worc
sparked By tha disastrous fires in nearby Cheisea and Salem which
ehowee! e consecusrces of donsey packed weodsn houses in older
incustral eities. 10 reaction, the suburban towrs of matroaclitan
Boston pwvaked sans agains. the “Menace of tne Three-Deckar” in the
vears Rafors the First werld wWar.  The retormers calied them 'unsighLiy,
ugly anc ¢aeap " eltng tha Thres=deckers of Dorchesler as the chviows
awamnla.  The crivical attack continued after the First Werld War undil
fFirally the Great Cepression endsd furtner Lthroo=decser construction.

Mot Al weli #ler the Szcond werld wWar was sarious atianiicn
alven to the thres-cec<er. Enaugh tima had passsc and enalgn evi-
denca ~emained ta warranl the sttertion of urben Risinridns researching
lhe process of speculative suburben development ‘mo19ta century Boslon.
Still, the hiscrians exaressec Thelir culiured bas towards tha Uhres-
dac<er, ane repeated Lhe nage of the Upneap lenerients” 7 scehalarly
bknoks desoribing the develepmont of Loerschester at the warn of the

cariu=y,

i
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APPLNCIM 11

Su=vaey [Methodology

The=e are literal v thousasds of tiree-deckers in Jarchester,
some U,2u0 were built wihin the formar boundaries s° the town - an
approximate gure To be sure, but ocoe whch shows he anarmoos
magnitude ¢t the speculative wave that ralled dewn Trom South Cove to
lha Neponsat River bBatwesn 1390 and 1303 when the ma oty wers
construcTed.  Th2 west expanse of Lhe area, and the sheer aumbers
mvalved, ma<e accurste eomprehension of the Corchester dires-decker a
rhalenging survey aroblem, and even more dilficuit wher imited kv tha
snort summer and 3| scasea defined in The product an of this reaort.
Thus, seme manner ¢f abstraction had to be wvevisad lo compredcnd the
full sxtant cf the Dorvazs.e~ threz-deckes, -a sssess jts developmental
asteey, the cualiby o® is arenitectaral expression, and “he pokanlial
far neighkorhcos preservation.

The Tirst tosl was lilarally to rap —he distributicn of every thiwe-
decker withir Dorcnestes, Fortunate'y, toe Sanborn [rsurence allzses
had uncanscicuzly defined the thrue-decksr as a bullding type 2ccard-
ing t2 thelr dasignatien 3-F: a three-swry, wood=frame, multi=family
strucsture. Accord ngly the 3=F Sanbourn buaildings weee thus sazily
plottec o tha Z00-Taol scalc Bosten Redevelepment Autherity baze maps
fer the Darchester survey arza,  |If arything, the Sarborn clessification
cver-defined a threa-decker, working to adwantace e locatirg ezely
prolofvpes, and ircladed cespear stee siocks and wood apartmenis.

The only sign ficant error was humar exnausticn in —he plarting nra-

cess, later corrcctod i the felo.



The secornd task was o vevise a method fop dating the three-
deckers as accurately zs acssible, giver The constricticn of lime ard
tae figuras involved. Ralaep ferteitadsly . there existed s comolete
senuence of ald real estats atlases fur Corchas-er thet ineludes =he
antire range of Uhe study parad showing evesy ex sting 2uitding.
Published at frequert iqtervals, the atleses averaged flve vear revisions
during the critical formative stzges 'n the late 19t certary (e 1874,
1682, 1854, 1839, 15354, and 1899] while revisions poourred abeout every
“en vears ir the greet buildirg boem of the early 20th cartusy (in
1304, 1810, M8, and 1933).  Thas, toe ful builcirg cycle a° theee-
deckor oohstructior, over a halt century from lhe Cepressisn af 1873 =2
the Depression of 1933, was bracketed by tha Zorchestar allasez. Same
corne-s of The survey aress werz also ircluded in atlzses for Sauth
SBoston [Md84, 1581, and 18080, West Roxbury (1356, 905, 914, znd
15247, are Hyde Park (1920,

Unfartanataly. no one library nan o complets 2tias set, and it was
necescary o uso the eombired facilities <f the Massachusetts Stala
Archives, Suffok County Regiskry of Deeds, 3sston City Buiidine and
Real Property Dopartmarts, the Basten Pukhc Ligrary, the Souster
Atkenzéum, anc the Harvard Liniversity Map Colection.  In eack, the
gainargsily o7 Lhe s.aff in praviding work space for thess cumbersomea
wilumas was mach appreziatsd,

wnge wach el as wes secured, the nfarmation was then macked n
apprepriala colered persll te metch the 3-F locazions on e Dorchestar
base maps. Oy forwurate coincidence, Zhoe allas dates correspends re-
Tarkably wiltk he fuademental divisions of styie and building cycles in

Caorchestar.  Thuas, 't was pessible o establish o ¢ ussilloalion that
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coipcided with tne basic pariods of thres-deckar devslopment. Five
perinds were disTinguishod, sach approsinating a decade o lengtin:
Errmetive [1875-1B84), Victcrian (1840-78337, Early Classic C1300-1910},
Late classic (1511-1915), arc Functicnal {(1813-1830). h= poricd naness
werg chaser tnn describe the e#ssential character af the Lhres-deckers
usira torms alresady Tamiliar To the general pualic. The Alwis on paints
aparaximate tne major develosmantal muents of the tnree-dacker 1n
Ooaschestar; the Cepression of 073, the cleclrification af the sbreetzar
I nes, the furme of 23th certary, the zrest of the Duiiging wawve, the
Eieat Warlo War, and the Depression of 1825, Thus, as wach cyc e of
three-decher construel’sn became clearly ewidenl, 2 zomplete map of all
tmreedeckers ard their stiags cates could be assemned cnoa single base
shest wiln eech buildng period starcing cut in itz own coler.

The final fask was 1o Lse LNe now cole=-daed base maps Tar actual
Fald survey. For owary atlas cvcle, the signifizanT graups. imocrtant
streets, and major areas weot nspected wisaally in Qarchaster, ard
subisequent.y tha Teld unpressiens rucoroad a8 writton survey notes.
Maresver, o insurs a complets racard of tna dires-deckers aoserved, &
sequence of colored s.ides was Laker te illustrate the mozt compelling
awanales jn eBch Lime peried, so ™al = salecticrn ~uld ba mace for &
presentazion i the Darchester thres-decker.

For the early thres-deckers, spucfically taose buils Between TEEDR
ard “904, every eifort was made 10 pxamine the ccrolete seguence in
the fleld. 'n a parsliel wein, early LAree-cacitrs were &l20 mapoad and
surveyad in Ssutn Boston, Last Snsien, and Roxbury, ane thus used
zs & comparative sampie for davelopment ‘n Dorchesier during the late

19th certumy,  Fur toe sarly 2000 Sentury thran=rdeclars, the iarge

|
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spaculative croups were aisc cere’ully examined in toe fiald i ordor
comprabend the scale and magnitude o thrae-tocer construstien.

I &dd ticn, specitic daling was uadertacen for the rosl important
exanples using the building packets recorded in the filss af *He Boston
Building Departoent.  Unfortunate y, there were few uilding records
ot taree-deckers made betore 1895, Lol ‘or the najarity buit batwesn
1930 ang 1930 the names of arshize=ts and buildars were cvailable ar the
Builcing Department.  Thus, it was ertively possible ta date and mag
puary three-deckar v Jorckostse, ta figlc su~vay the majority, o
phelograpn the mosT impertant gsamples, and 1o resesarsk 2 sianificart
sample in The six month time limit allowed for the prozJusticn of this
“eport.  Thiz moethadn sqgy wil' Tacilitate further suarvey Fascssments
wilkin Boston and other tlree=deckar naighborhasads in New =ngland

Cities,
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